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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Love Your Enemies
PARISH:

Perhaps one of the most difficult mandates that
Jesus directed of his followers is love of enemies.
He was not talking about people whom we do
not particularly like or who do not belong to your
families, ethnic or political groups. He was very
clear about this. Jesus was talking about those
who actually hate us, cause us physical harm, or
who take from us what we need to live. This kind
of love is not only difficult but seems contrary to
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a specific kind of justice. This justice is called retributive justice and it maintains
St. Benedict Hall, Honaunau that evil deeds should be punished. This kind of justice is often accomplished by
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requiring time in jail or some form of fine. However, another kind of justice is
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
called restorative justice. It maintains that a violation of someone’s rights not onSunday 10:00 a.m.
ly harms the victim, but it also fractures society. Therefore, it is not enough for
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the perpetrator to be punished; society must be restored as well. This might reSaturday 6:00 p.m.
quire restoring the victim’s sense of personal value or security. At times some
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form of community service is required. It has been said that the best way to get
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rid of enemies is to make them friends. That seems to be what Jesus is advocating
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in today’s Gospel. If someone has hurt you, overwhelm that person with your
Thursday & Friday
kindness, just as God has overwhelmed you with kindness and mercy.
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֍ Think of how often you have been made new by the forgiveness of others.
֍ Who in your life might be made new by your forgiveness?
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: But David said…”Do not harm him, for who can lay hands on the Lord’s

anointed and remain unpunished?” 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
Psalm: The Lord is kind and merciful.

Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13

Second Reading: The first man was from the earth, earthly; the second man, from

heaven.

1 Cor 15:45-49

Gospel: Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Lk 6:27-38
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The office is closed on holidays and weekends.
BULLETIN: Articles and photos (with caption) for the bulletin must be emailed to
st.benedict@rcchawaii.org Submission deadline: TUESDAY at 5:00pm.
WEBSITE: thepaintedchurchhawaii.org

HOSPITALITY

FAITH FORMATION

PRAYER FOR ORDINARY TIME
Jesus, Savior of the world,
Open up our hearts to love as you love.
ALOHA AND WELCOME HOME
In compliance with Bishop Silva’s directives, our
Masses are being held at St. Benedict Hall Chapel.
Social distancing and masks are required.
We welcome all to celebrate The Eucharist with us.
BISHOP SILVA ENDED THE DISPENSATION
from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass, which
had been in effect since mid-March, 2020. However,
anyone who is sick, may have been exposed* to anyone with COVID-19, or who has a health condition
that would endanger themselves or others by being
present in church, continues to be dispensed.
* Exposed (close contact) to COVID-19) is defined as
being within 6 feet of a person with COVID-19 for 15
minutes or more over a 24-hour period (regardless
of mask use).
SACRAMENTS
Funerals may now take place again in St. Benedict
Hall Chapel according to the same guidelines as
weekend Masses, i.e. following all health and safety
precautions. Funerals at this time may not include
visitation times, only the Vigil for the Deceased, a
Funeral Mass and Committal may be held.
Baptisms may take place according to the same
guidelines as weekend Masses. They will be done in
such a way that the same water is not poured on
more than one person or stored in the font after use.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
At this time Father Sieg is available for Confessions
by appointment, observing all proper precautions.
Call the office 328-2227.
Eucharist to Homebound and Hospitalized
Call the office to arrange for a visit from a priest or
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.

Forgive us for our judgment,
hatred and exclusion.
Transform our lives ever more deeply
into your image,
so that we might desire and work for,
the life and love
of all God’s people. Amen.
SAINT OF THE WEEK — ST. POLYCARP
c. 69—c. 156
FEAST DAY – FEBRUARY 23
This disciple of St. John
the Apostle was
appointed bishop of
Smyrna (now Izmir,
Turkey), perhaps by
John. Representing the
Asia Minor churches,
he went to Rome
about 155 to discuss
when to celebrate
Easter. The result was
that the Eastern and
Western churches continued to calculate the date
as before. Shortly after his return, Polycarp was arrested and urged to renounce God. He refused and
was sentenced to be burned alive. When the flames
did not harm him, he was killed by a sword, as
recounted in an early Christian document.

A WORD FROM Pope Francis

“Pray for all the saints. Pray also for kings and magistrates and rulers, and for those who persecute and
hate you, and for the enemies of the cross, so that
your fruit may be evident among all people, so that
you may be perfect in him” -St. Polycarp of Smyrna

We need to stop seeing the reform of the
Church as putting a patch on an old garment,
or simply drafting a new Apostolic Constitution….It cannot be a matter of putting a patch here or there, for the
Church is not just an item of Christ’s clothing, but rather
his body.

LENT IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
We would like to have everyone bring their “last
year’s palms” to church with you soon. We will be
burning them for “this year’s ashes”. Mahalo!

ADDRESS TO THE ROMAN CURIA, DECEMBER 21, 2020

PRAYER

PRAYER

DEVOTION TO OUR LADY
An Act of
Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are
present in the Most

Grant unto us, Lord Jesus,
Ever to follow the example of
Your Holy Family,
That in the hour of our death
Your glorious Virgin Mother
Together with blessed Joseph
May come to meet us
And we may be worthily received by You
Into Everlasting dwellings,
Who lives and reigns, world without end. Amen.

Pray the Rosary Daily

Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things,
and I desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You
were already there
Think, O' God, of our loved ones who are ill, whom
and unite myself
we now commend to Your compassionate regard.

PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Comfort them upon their sickbed, and ease their

suffering. We plead for deliverance, and we know
that no healing is too hard if it be Your will.

We therefore pray that You bless all of them with
Your loving care, renew their strength, and heal
their afflictions in Your loving name.

wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.

FOR HEALING AND STRENGTH,
KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS…
Gwen McKinney, Rafael Ramirez, Tamo Wong,
Jeffrey Crusat, Robin Crusat, Cheryl Ono, Michelle PaopaoSkillern, William Anderson, Lionel Gaspar, Gloria Grapa,
Thank God …
Tamayo Hanato, Mary Bunao, Linda Laskow, Caroline
Smith, Liam Jones (age two), Hilda Sebastian, Dorothy Kel- for the gift of Jesus
epolo, Elizabeth Awa, Ruby Ann Kaho’onei, Johnny Koene,
in the Eucharist!
Charles & DeeDee Tripoli, Danny Burgess Jr., Linda Adkins,
Guy Miranda, Keiki San Filippo, Dottie Combs.
*Call the office to add your loved one or yourself to the
list of those needing prayer.

CALENDAR
Monday FEBRUARY 21
Weekday Jas 3:13–18 Mk
9:14–29
Tuesday FEBRUARY 22
The Chair of St. Peter the
Apostle 1 Pt 5:1–4 Mt
16:13–19
Wednesday FEBRUARY
23 St. Polycarp, Bishop
and Martyr Jas 4:13–17
Mk 9:38–40
Thursday FEBRUARY 24
Weekday Jas 5:1–6 Mk
9:41–50
Friday FEBRUARY 25
Weekday Jas 5:9–12 Mk
10:1–12
Saturday FEBRUARY 26
Weekday Jas 5:13–20 Mk
10:13–16
Sunday FEBRUARY 27
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sir 27:4–7 1
Cor 15:54–58 Lk 6:39–45

“Dear Families,
listen to the
word of God,
meditate on it
together,
pray with it,
let the Lord
fill your lives
with mercy.”
-Pope Francis

FAITH FORMATION

Seventh Sunday
in
Ordinary Time
[Luke 6: 27-38]

Treasure Hunt
1. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches what we know as
The Golden Rule. What are Jesus’ exact instructions
to His disciples? [SEE: Luke 6:31]
2. Jesus tells His disciples “Love your enemies, do good
to those who _ _ _ _ you.”

3. Just two (2) of the hard lessons Jesus expects us to
embrace are: to _____________ to someone who
strikes us, and to lend money without ___________.
4. WHY does Jesus want His disciples (and us) to stop
judging others and to forgive one another?
5. Jesus’ message today is summed up in His words.
“Be ___________, just as your _________ is
___________.
BONUS: In which of these is The Golden Rule NOT cited
or depicted: all major world religions, the Gospel of
Mark, one of the Berenstain Bears (Iphone app), a
Norman Rockwell painting?
Answers to last week’s Treasure Hunt
The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1– Matthew, Luke; 2– Mount, level ground; 3— you; 4 – You will
“rejoice and leap for joy on that day!”; 5– Woe

FAITH FORMATION

Previously you wrote that the Church is the bride of
Christ, and we should remain faithful to that bond. Is
there another reason to remain in the Catholic Church?
The Church is also the body of Christ. When Jesus ascended into heaven, he left his disciples with the mission he
had received from the Father: instruct everyone in Jesus’
teachings and baptize them into his divine life (Matthew
28:19–20). Through the Church, Jesus would remain present in the world. Some take offense because the Church
claims the authority of Jesus himself to teach. It teaches
that marriage is between one man and one woman, that
contraception and abortion are immoral, that capital punishment is a sin. Jesus himself may not have expressly addressed these issues, but he said to his apostles,
“Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects
you rejects me” (Luke 10:16). And to Peter he said,
“Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). It’s true that since the time of the
apostles some members, and even Church leaders, have
caused scandal. The Lord asks that they, like Peter, repent
and live a life of obedience and service to the Lord. That’s
why it’s important that we examine our own actions.
Someone who abandons the Church due to scandals within its ranks should realize that encouraging others to abandon the bride of Christ and the body of Christ is a scandalous act itself.
Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

SERVICE

NEWS FROM THE ST. BENEDICT FOOD PANTRY

Beginning this weekend the our Food Pantry plans to
increase distribution to those who lack sufficient food.
We will be distributing food packages after Mass on
the 2nd and 4th weekends. They will be available to
our parishioners in need of help. Even if you do not
need a package, you are encouraged to take one to
pass on to a needy family or individual. The regular St.
Benedict Food Pantry schedule continues to be the 2nd
and 4th Fridays from 9 am to 10 am.
Next open on Friday, February 25th.

MAHALO FOR SHARING YOUR FRUIT!
A special “thank you” to Elmer Pitpit, for donating
some very nice papayas, through the courtesy of Jesse
Lomongo, and also to Colette Borges for bringing
some ever-popular bananas for our visitor...Mahalo!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Pre-Lent Retreat and Safe Environment Training
for students grade K thru 12th …
on Sunday, February 27th after the 10 am Mass
until about 2 pm. Lunch to be served, please
register by 2-23-2022. Please text Edwina at 808895-7105 or email: efujimoto@rcchawaii.org.
A permission form will need to be signed.
GOT FRUIT?
First, thank you to all who have brought fruit for
our Gift Shop in the past. If you have any kinds
of fruits that are ripening at this time of year,
your sharing is much appreciated. Our Painted
Church visitors enjoy sampling, and usually
leave an offering for it. Trying tropical fruit is
part of the “aloha” experience.
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