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St. Benedict Parish                                        
St. John the Baptist Mission Church       

12/15/2024 Third Sunday of Advent 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion                   
My Jesus, I believe that You are  present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above 
all things, and  I  desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot, at this moment,   
receive You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart.   

         Today the liturgy repeatedly invites us to rejoice. Although 

we have many reasons to be sad because of so much           

suffering, violence, and hatred throughout the world, both the 

prophet Zephaniah and the apostle Paul tell us that the        

reasons to rejoice are even greater. In all these trials we are 

not on our own: THE LORD IS NEAR! He is near as a mighty 

savior, as a loving brother who comes to share our burden of 

sorrows in order to make us share in his inheritance of eternal 

happiness. In response to this heart-warming message, we are 

expected to do our part. Following the invitation of John the 

Baptist, this means we have to be generous to our needy 

neighbor, to be fair in our dealings with others, and to be       

instruments of God’s loving care for all. All this is possible, not 

for the great and the powerful but for those, who, like John the 

Baptist, cultivate simple greatness. Indeed, nothing is simpler 

than greatness, for to be simple is to be great.  

ADVENT:   

A TIME FOR JOY IN SIMPLICITY  



First Reading from the Book of the Prophet Baruch 5: 1-9                                                                 
The Jews exiled in Babylon were undergoing a severe crisis. To them, the prophet            
Baruch addressed the words of hope we are about to hear. This same message is        
directed to us today.                                                                                                                            
Second Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 1: 4-6.8-11                                         
Enthused at the wonderful response he got among the faithful of Philippi, St. Paul wrote 
the memorable hymn of thanks and the petition we hear in today’s Second Reading. Let us 
make our own prayer of the Apostle.                                                                                  
Gospel Luke 3:1-6                                                                                                                                      
In today’s text, St. Luke mentions the outstanding political and religious figures of the time 
to emphasize the historical character of the “Jesus’ event.” What matters most,   however, 
is John’s urgent appeal to prepare our hearts to welcome the Lord. 

Dear Padre 

 
 My family, friends, and coworkers seem to 
be uncomfortable when I tell them that I’ve 
been praying for them. Should I just keep it 
to myself?  

There is nothing fundamentally wrong with telling 
people you have been praying for them. Most 
people are probably grateful for such care and 
support. But it can be a little tricky. If the person 
believes the praying is actually a judgment and 
not a blessing, it may provoke a less-than-
grateful response. This is where honest         
discernment on your part is invited. Are you 
coming across as prayerfully concerned, or is 
there some criticism or judgment in what seems 
to be an innocent blessing? People are able to 
perceive the difference.  

Another consideration—and this is not at all 
unusual as a response in the culture of today—
is that some people are very defensive about 
any religious expressions and do not react         
favorably. Think, for example, about the different 
reactions to “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays,” 
which can often provoke the familiar idiom 
“them’s fightin’ words.” My best advice is to keep 
praying for everyone, as no one truly under-
stands or fully appreciates the power of prayer. 
That being said, temper your announcement 
when you suspect it will not be well received. 
This demonstrates a grateful and blessed heart, 
which is what you intend and hope for, after all. 
● Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre. Printed with     permission 

by Liguori Publish 

GOOD NEWS           FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS                              

There’s something to be said for    
kindness. Often when we say to ourselves 
that something is an act of godliness, it’s 
when someone is kind, especially when it 
seems to come out of the blue. It’s what 
John the Baptist seemed to be thinking 
when he said we would be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit and with the sort of passionate 
fire that warms and gives off light. Henry 
James, the British novelist, once said that 
three things were important in life—the 
first, be kind; the second, be kind; the 
third, be kind. Long before Henry James said 
it, St. Paul wrote to the Christian community 
in Philippi: “Your kindness should be 
known to all. The Lord is near” (Philippians 
4:5). God’s presence seems to be nearer 
when someone is kind. It is curious how in 
the darkest moments of life, the light of 
kindness shines more brightly. Natural      
calamities seem to bring out kindness   
toward those who suffer. So too, at times of 
personal tragedies or   disasters, when 
others are grieving the death of someone 
they love, as well as countless other times 
when people find themselves lost in the 
dark. Little wonder then how during this 
time of year when the days are shortest, 
and the nighttime dark is longest, that the 
days of Advent and Christmas seem to be 
laced with kindness for one another. Then 
the veil that hides God from our eyes 
grows     thinner, and we catch glimpses 
of “God with us.” ●     Printed with permission by Liguori 

Publish 



BUSINESS MANAGER                 
Susan Keen                           
OFFICE SECRETARY                   
Carolyne Craven                     
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      
Angie Tabieros                                            
MUSIC DIRECTOR                 
Ariel Hadap                                                                                                   
         Choir Practice                                                                
Wed. 5: 30  St. John Church,          
FOOD  PANTRY                                      
Kenneth & Gloria Ciriako                  
Tom & Vicky  McLoughlin                    

 

 

 FOR HEALING AND 
STRENGTH,  

KEEP THEM IN YOUR      
PRAYERS… 

*Miriam Janczak     *Kelii Lovell,                  
*Essien Ramirez*Jerry Sheehan      
*Joevelyn Delas Reyes            
 *Kathy Wood             
*Gwen  Menchaca    *Deb Reed, 
*Rafael Ramirez  *Gloria Grapa  
*William Anderson         
*Elizabeth Awa  *Johnny Koene          

 

St. Benedict Parish  

Stewardship of Treasure 

Thank you for your generosity!  

December 8, 2024                    
 2,475.00  Collection                                                                       
      20.00  Solemnity of Mary            
    220.00  Maint.                                                                

    307.00  Food Pantry       

         $3,022.00 TOTAL 

              

 

  Attendance                        
           Adults/Children  

 St. John          58       8 

St. Benedict    68        4 

             121    12 

 

WEEKEND Mass Intentions 

Saturday Dec. 14, 2024                  
4:00 All those affected by severe                                                                                                       
weather-related disruptions              
6:00 Cathy and Michael Hotka, 
Healing                                       
Sunday Dec. 15, 2024 

8:00 Park Family(Sungbem Park-
Dominic,  Heasoon Im-Bona,                                                                 
Soyoung Park-Lucia                       
10:00 +Matthew Gene Stanfield 
(birthday remembrance)                                  

Weekday Mass Intentions  

December 17-20, 2024 

Tuesday +Barbara Newman 

Wednesday Misa Pro Populo 

Thursday +Gebura Pilz                                                                                                                             
Friday  +Gebura Pilz Family, 
Birthday 
 

 

 

Mass Request forms are available 
at the church entrance..  The usual 
stipend is $10 or more.  You may 
place it in the  collection or mail to 
the  office.  You may also submit 
via PayPal through our website at:                                                                              
thepaintedchurchhawaii.org  

*St. Benedict doors are open  

Monday through Sunday 

7:00am-5:00pm 

 *Holy Sacrament of Confession                   
       Saturday 10-12pm 

      *Every Sunday:                               
 Holy Hour 6:30-7:30am 



Color the candles and greenery 
then add a flame to the p_____ 
candle for this week’s Advent 
Wreath. 

DEAR VISITOR TO ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
THANK YOU FOR VISITING US TODAY!  WE WISH YOU A 

BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE AND THAT YOU LEAVE ST. 
BENEDICT’S, TODAY,  REFRESHED IN SPIRIT AND WITH  
PEACE IN YOUR HEART!    

SINCE THE EARLY DAYS OF THE CHURCH, IT HAS BEEN 
A CATHOLIC TRADITION TO  OFFER A “MASS  INTEN-
TION”.  THIS IS A WAY OF REMEMBERING  A  PERSON 
AND LIFTING THEM UP IN PRAYER.  YOU MAY ASK THE 
GREETER FOR A FORM AND ENVELOPE. 

Please support our Parish! 

 

 
 

The Third Sunday of  Advent 

[Luke 3:10-18, Zephaniah 3:14-18 & Phil. 4:4-7] 

 

 

 

Treasure Hunt 

1.  Today is G Sunday. The pink 
candle, which symbolizes j  , reminds 
us of John the Baptist’s announcement 
of the Good News. 

2.  T/F: John the Baptist’s message is one 
of social justice. 

3. John the Baptist says, “I am baptizing 
you with , but one mightier than I is 
coming…He will baptize you with 

and .” 

4. Twice in the First Reading, the prophet 
Zephaniah joyfully proclaims: “The Lord 
is .” 

5.  In St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, what 
two (2) ways are we to make our requests 
known to God? 

6.  What is a “creche”? 

7.  Why are Masses during Advent usually 
shorter than in Ordinary Time? 

Answers to Last Week’s Treasure 
Hunt The Second Sunday of 
Advent 

-1- in the desert, baptism of repentance; -2- voice, pre-
pare; -3- T (true); -4- those who began good works 
will continue to complete them until the coming of 
Jesus; -5- The Feast of the Immaculate Conception; -
6- T (true); -7- He was a young witness to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. She gave him roses, out of season, and 
he persuaded the Archbishop of Mexico to 

develop a strong religious devotion to Mary and Jesus. 


