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'GOD FILLS US WITH
HIS GREAT LOVE.'
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reminds us that God is Love.
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WEEKEND MASSES

*St. Benedict
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Second Sunday Hawaiian
Mass 8:00 a.m.

*St. John the Baptist
Saturday 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.

3rd Sunday Pohnpei Choir
Confession before Masses

Please call the Office to
schedule
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St. Benedict Parish

St. John the Baptist Mission Church
12/22/2024 Fourth Sunday of Advent

WHAT FILLS YOUR HEART THIS ADVENT?
On this last Sunday of Advent, so close to the

solemnity of Christmas, we are expected to give
the final touches to the preparation we have been
carrying out during the past weeks. The Lord is
already at the gate. It is now for us to open wide
the door of our hearts to welcome him as he
deserves. What fills your heart as we approach
Christmas? Do we see a deep desire to do the
Father’s will, as the eternal Son himself proclaimed
when he was about to come into this world, as we
learn from today’s Second Reading? Are we ready
to receive the Lord with the same eagerness,
humility, and gratitude with which Elizabeth
welcomed him, though still hidden in the womb of
his earthly Mother, Mary Most Holy? The Sun of the
day of our salvation 1s about to rise. Let us open the
doors and windows of our hearts that he may

flood us with the splendor of his grace and the

abundance of his peace!



First Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah 5: 1-4
Since the promise made by God to David through the prophet Nathan, the Jews expected
the Messiah to be a descendant of the great King. Today’s prophecy further clarifies that he

is to be born at Bethlehem, David’s birthplace.

Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 10:5-10
The Son of God became man to undo, with his perfect obedience, all the cases of disobe-

dience contained in the sins of all human beings. It was his readiness to do the Father’s
will that made him our savior and our model.

Gospel Luke 1:39-45I

nspired by the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth was the first to proclaim Mary, “Mother of the Lord.”
Led by the same Spirit, we echo Elizabeth’s greeting and welcome Mary into our life, as

the mother and bearer of our Savior.

GOOD NEWS

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS Every family has
stories of times past when unique and curious
happenings gave color to family life. They are
part of each family’s lore, told again and again
with as much gusto as when they were told
for the first time. Though everyone has heard
them countless times, telling these stories still
reminds us of who we are as family, lest we
forget. This is why the faith community, the
family of the Church, tells stories from the
Bible every time we gather. We've heard them
before many times, but we tell them because
they are part of our history, part of who we
have been, and part of who we are as God’s
people, lest we forget. The stories in sacred
Scripture are not just stories of past lives; they
are also stories of our own lives. The story of
Moses standing before the burning bush in
awe of God’s presence is also our story as we
come upon nature’s beauty or experience
the birth of a child. The story of Joseph, the
son of Jacob sold into slavery by his
brothers, may also be our story of being
betrayed by someone we love. Zacchaeus

climbing a tree to see Jesus is our story of
longing to see and know God in our lives
and in our homes. The story of the good
shepherd is the story of God seeking us out,
forgiving us, and carrying us back to life.
We recognize the stories of sacred Scripture

as our stories. ® (Printed with permission by Liguori
Press)

DEAR PADRE

Where does the Hail Mary prayer come
from? The Hail Mary owes its origin to the
rosary. The traditional story of the rosary
was that Mary herself appeared to St.
Dominic in the twelfth century and gave
him the rosary with the promise that if he
spread devotion to the rosary, his reli-
gious order would flourish. In the
twelfth century, religious orders recited
together the 150 psalms as a way to mark
the hours of the day and the days of the
week. In order to pray the psalms,
though, people had to know how to read.
People who didn’t know how to read
wanted to share in the practice, so the ro-
sary, or praying on beads, began as a
parallel prayer practice. It was a way that
illiterate people could remember the Lord
and his Mother throughout the day. The
first rosaries consisted of a string of 150
beads, and, much as we do now, a per-
son would pass over each bead after
saying a prayer, usually the Our Father.
Later, people added the  Archangel Ga-
briel's greeting—“Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee”—and later still, Eliz-
abeth’s prayer we hear in today’s Gos-
pel—‘Blessed art thou among women.”
Finally this prayer was added in the six-
teenth century: “Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the
hour of our death.” (Printed with permission by

Liguori Press)



FOR HEALING AND
STRENGTH,
KEEP THEM IN YOUR
: PRAYERS...
 “Miriam Janczak  *Kelii Lovell,
 “Essien Ramirez*Jerry Sheehan

i *Joevelyn Delas Reyes
: *Kathy Wood
1 *Gwen Menchaca
# *Rafael Ramirez *Gloria Grapa
1 *William Anderson

i *Elizabeth Awa *Johnny Koene

Mass Intentions
Saturday Dec. 21, 2024

4:00 +Henry Loando, +Antonia Lo-
ando, +Mary Loando

6:00 +Fernando Ernesto Romero
Sunday Dec. 22, 2024
8:00 +Dorthea Schoch

10:00 Mike and Veronica Axleson,
Special Intention

7:00Tues. Christmas Eve Dec. 24

Eric and Kessa Vonderay, Special In-
tention

Wednesday Dec. 25 Christmas Day
8:00 +Margit Hoffman

10:00 Vo & Leitan families, Special
Intention

Mass Intentions Weekdays
December 26, 2024

Thursday 7:00 Jeff and Jan Riordan,
Special Intention

Friday Misa Pro Populo

Mass Request forms are available at
the church entrance.. The usual sti-
pend is $10 or more. You may place
it in the collection or mail to the
office. You may also submit via Pay-
Pal through our website at:
thepaintedchurchhawaii.org
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Stewardship of Treasure

Thank you for your generosity!

December 16, 2024
2,808.00 Collection

§ 5 Other Collections below will be
v counted in next week’s totals

.00 Maint.
.00 Food Pantry

$2808.00 TOTAL

Attendance
’ Adults/Children
- St. John 60 7

41 2
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 MONDAY

& December 23

¥ Advent Weekday

2 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
%Lk 1:57-66

¥ TUESDAY

< December 24

> Advent Weekday

2 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b—12,
X 14a, 16 Lk 1:67-79
¥ WEDNESDAY

v December 25

¢ Nativity of the Lord
X (Christmas)

Is 52:7-10 Heb 1:1-6

Jn1:1-18 or 1:1-5,

s

BUSINESS MANAGER
Susan Keen
OFFICE SECRETARY
Carolyne Craven
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Angie Tabieros
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Ariel Hadap

Choir Practice
Wed. 5: 30 St. John Church,
FOOD PANTRY
Kenneth & Gloria Ciriako
Tom & Vicky McLoughlin

9-14

THURSDAY
December 26

St. Stephen, First
Martyr Acts 6:8—10;
7:54-59 Mt 10:17—
22

FRIDAY

December 27

St. John, Apostle and
Evangelist 1 Jn 1:1-4
Jn 20:1a, 28
SATURDAY
December 28

Holy Innocents, Mar-
tyrs 1 Jn 1:5—2:2 Mt
2:13-18

*St. Benedict doors are open
Monday through Sunday
7:00am-5:00pm

*Holy Sacrament of Confession
Saturday 10-12pm

*Every Sunday:
Holy Hour 6:30-7:30am

SUNDAY

December 29

Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1
Sm 1:20-22, 24-28
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12—
170r1Jn3:1-2,21-
24 Lk 2:41-52




The Fourth Sunday of Advent

[Luke 1:39-45, Micah 5:1-4 & Heb. 10: 5-10]

Treasure Hunt

. The fourth candle on the Advent wreath is
called the ’s candle; it represents

. What words of praise did Elizabeth speak
when greeting her cousin, Mary?

. Why was Mary “blessed”?

. In the First Reading, the prophet Micah
explains two (2) unique qualities of
Bethlehem-Ephrathah? What are they?

. In the Letter to the Hebrews, what does St.
Paul mean when he proclaims, “He takes
away the first to establish the second.”

. Advent, as we know it, was developed in
Rome by Pope -- in the
century.

7. T/F: Advent is a part of the Christmas
Season of the Catholic Church.

Answers to Last Week’s Treasure Hunt
The Third Sunday of Advent
-1- Gaudete, joy, -2- T (true); -3- water, the Holy Spirit
and fire; -4- in our midst; -5- in prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving; -6- a representation of the Nativity
Scene; -7- The Gloria is not sung.

DEAR VISITOR TO ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC CHURCH,
THANK YOU FOR VISITING US TODAY! WE WISH YOU A
BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE AND THAT YOU LEAVE ST. BENE-
DICT’S, TODAY, REFRESHED IN SPIRIT AND WITH PEACE IN
YOUR HEART!

SINCE THE EARLY DAYS OF THE CHURCH, IT HAS BEEN A
CATHOLIC TRADITION TO OFFER A “MASS INTENTION”.
THIS IS A WAY OF REMEMBERING A PERSON AND LIFTING
THEM UP IN PRAYER. YOU MAY ASK THE GREETER FOR A
FORM AND ENVELOPE.
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Please suppent cur Sarish!

12-21-22/2024

Opening: #274 O Come O come Emmanuel
Mass Service Music begins #185

Readings: #869

Seasonal Responsorial Psalm:

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul

Presentation of Gift: #820 Servant Song




