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The Gradual Road to Ruin

FR.THOMAS M. SANTA,CSsR

wise old sage once observed, "When it starts out stupid, it just gets more stupid.” The parable in today’s
A gospel illustrates this wisdom.

The son has been sent. The jig is up. The owner is not going to give up the vineyard. The tenants gambled and
lost. It's time for them to accept the inevitable and pay the rent. But common sense and wisdom do not prevail.
Kill the son, they think, and all that he would have inherited will be ours!

How do you get from "don’t pay the rent” to “kill the son"? It is not a straight or smooth path. There are a lot
of twists and turns between point A and point B. But it happens. It sneaks in. |t demands little compromises
and small dishonesties along the way as it becomes easier and easier for you to choose what is
destructive. Then, you find you have lost it all—your very self. And the corruption you've embraced
convinces you that you're making wise choices. You must be completely cleansed of the seduction
that has enabled you to make these choices. You need to start again. @
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Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

make your requests known to God.
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We have been given so many gifts and blessings by our
Heavenly Father. Yet, in our fallen state itis all too easy to
take them for granted. Our readings today teach us that we
must live with an intentional awareness of our many bless-
ings and use them gratefully to glorify God.

Our First Reading, from Isaiah, foreshadows today’s Gos-
pel passage. Both passages employ images of a landowner
and his vineyard. The First Reading tells the story of a land-
owner who, with great love and care, creates the perfect
vineyard and fills it with the choicest vines. Yet, it fails to
produce good fruit. As a result, the landowner allows the
vineyard to go to ruin. This is a reminder that while Our
Heavenly Father is merciful and kind, He is also just. As
Christian stewards, we must continuously fight the ten-
dency towards complacency and instead use our blessings
to produce good fruit.

Our Second Reading, from St. Paul’s letter to the
Philippians, is a reminder of one key blessing that is
surprisingly easy to take for granted — the gift of our
thought life. Our intellect is a gift from God and we are
called to steward it well. Lack of discipline in our thoughts
can easily lead us down a path of discontentment and fear.
St. Paulinstructs us rather to “have no anxiety at all.” How
are we to do this? He tells us, “In everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to
God.” And as it turns out, by turning our thoughts towards
God with gratitude, we will be blessed immediately. Paul
continues, “Then the peace of God that surpasses all un-
derstanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Je-
sus.”

Paul gives specific advice for intentionally maintaining an
attitude of gratitude in our thought life. “Whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any ex-
cellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise” these
are the things we should focus on. As we develop this habit
we will discover a powerful way to navigate life with peace
and joy despite the troubles that surround us. In our Gos-
pel passage from Matthew, we return to the image of a
vineyard in a parable Jesus uses to teach the importance
of using our blessings well.

Stewardship of Treasure
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Attendance September 26-27-2026
St. Benedict 74 3
St. John 102 17
TOTAL 176 20

Itis the story of a landowner who plants a vineyard
and leases it to tenants before he goes on a
journey. Instead of tending the vineyard, the
tenants mistreat the servants in the vineyard and
even the son of the landowner, whom they kill.
When the landowner realizes what the tenants
have done, he puts them to death and leases his
vineyard to tenants who “will give him the produce
atthe proper times.”

So, let us live each day with a profound awareness
of all that we have been given by God. Let us use
our intellect to think on these gifts throughout the
day and resolve to use all our gifts for God’s glory.
We will find a story of a landowner who plants a
vineyard and leases it to tenants before he goes on
a journey. Instead of tending the vineyard, the
tenants mistreat the servants in the vineyard and
even the son of the landowner, whom they kill.
When the landowner realizes what the tenants
have done, he puts them to death and leases his
vineyard to tenants who “will give him the produce
at the proper times.”

By Baptism, we have received the gift of salvation
and membership in the Kingdom of God — we are
now “tenants” called to work in the “vineyard” and
produce fruit for its owner, our Heavenly Father.
This calling is a gift from God to be treasured above
all other gifts. Jesus makes it clear that if we
squander the gift of salvation, we will lose it. Itis a
sobering truth.

So, let us live each day with a profound awareness
of all that we have been given by God. Let us use
our intellect to think on these gifts throughout the
day and resolve to use all our gifts for God’s glory.
We will find peace, joy, and purpose as we do.
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Dear Padre,

My friend is deeply involved in her faith,

but | struggle with our friendship because

| don't like how she treats her pets. | don’t
understand how someone who values religion
so highly can show so little care for animals.
What should | do?

Franciscan Friar Kevin Mackin writes, “The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because
the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye to eye are two creatures of love” ("Why

We Bless Animals,” Catholic Update). Because of this strong bond between humans and sentient creatures, it's
especially difficult to witness their mistreatment, either through neglect (such as failing to provide sufficient
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food, water, shelter, or veterinary care) or direct physical abuse (a violation of anti-cruelty laws and a criminal
offense in all fifty states). Studies show that owning pets offers us companionship and emotional support; in
turn, these qualities can foster in us greater empathy and compassion toward others. Yet, while pets may greatly
benefit our health and well-being, owning them comes with a serious obligation and moral responsibility.
Vulnerable pets depend on humans for adequate care and protection. At times, some pet owners can be
overwhelmed by their responsibility to provide proper care; others may even be unaware that they are treating
their pets inappropriately. Out of concern for both your friend and her pets, consider a non-critical, non-
confrontational approach to discuss your observations and to offer assistance. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question

Tokd‘ay :’:;:ﬂ u::oow prayer for} ini: :hor[d, and to learn more about Dear Padre.

asking that nations renounce weapons oose

the path of dialogue and diplomacy. Disarm our Monday Thursday Sunday
hearts of hatred, resentment, and indifference, so October § October 8 October 11
we may become instruments of reconciliation. Help Weekday Weekday Twenty-eighth
us understand that true security does not come from Gal 1:6-12 Gal 3:1-5 Sunday in Ordinary
control fueled by fear, but from trust, justice, and Lk 10:25-37 Lk 11:5-1% Time
solidarity among peoples. Tuesday Friday Is 25:6-10a
“PRAY WITH THE POPE” VIDEO MESSAGE, MARCH 2026 October 6 October 9 Rl LR D
: Mt 22:1-14 or
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © spizoon. sreey 221~ ]:0
Dicastera per & Comunicozione- Lidverio Edirrice Voticona. All rights rezerved Gal 1:13-24 Gal 3:7-14
Lk 10:38-42 Lk 11:15-26
Wednesday Saturday
October 7 October 10
Our Lody of the Weekday
Rosary Gal 3:22-29

Gal 2:1-2,7-14 Lk 11:27-28
Lk 11:1-4
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NeverToo Late to Change

This Week's Readings at Mass

» Ezekiel 18:25-28 » Personal responsibility

» Philippians 2:1-11 ® Imitating the humility of Christ
» Matthew 21:28-32 # Parable of the two sons
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All three readings today give advice and encour-
agement for every person to live an upstanding life.
The first reading from Ezekiel does this by way of a
threat that was in keeping with how the ancient Jews
thought of life and death. The idea of everlasting
heaven and hell hadn’t developed yet, so they didn’t
believe in the afterlife as we do. They thought that if
you don't live a just and virtuous life, your punish-
ment would be an early death. On the flip side, if you
lived well, you would earn yourself a longer life. It’s
not hard to imagine how that thinking developed
into the Christian understanding that how we live on
earth will determine our fate for the afterlife. Jesus,
and later St. Paul, expanded on this idea by stressing
that God’s mercy and grace reach beyond human
behavior. We don't earn our salvation— God grants it.

Jesus’ parable today seems straight-forward. It’s better
for a child ultimately to do what he or she was asked,
even if they didn’t agree to it

initially. The chief
priests and elders
knew right away
that is the pre-
ferred outcome
compared to a son who promises
something but doesn't follow
through. So what is the point of
the parable? It seems so obvious.
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The kicker comes when we think
about who Jesus is addressing
here. He is talking to the chief
priests and elders, the ones who
thought they were the good ones,
the righteous ones, the virtuous,
chosen ones who deserved to be
handed the Kingdom of Heaven
because of their good behavior.
Yet he points out that when John the Bap-
tist came preaching repentance, inclu-
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® Joan Denton flock pastoraicanter com
“Humbly regard others as more important than
yvourselves.”

Sheepish Question:

When have I been humbled by serving someone in
need? How?

sion, and economic and social justice, they dismissed
him and ignored his message. On the other hand, the
tax collectors and prostitutes (people looked down
upon and ridiculed by the chief priest and elders)
listened and heeded John the Baptist. They had the
humility to recognize they needed to ask forgiveness
and change their ways, and they did. Suddenly, Jesus’
point becomes clear—it’s never too late to change
our ways, ask for forgiveness, and be welcomed
into the Kingdom. On the other hand, if we say
we want to do God’s will, but never get around
to it, we are no better than the hypocritical chief
priests and elders.

Questions of the Week

~—~

(1

\ Who do you usually relate most to—
—_/ the first or second son? Why?

(i\/ Is there something God might

=/ be asking you to do that you are
putting off or resisting?

Word of the Week « Copyright © Ann Naffziger.
Published by the Pastoral Center
/ PastoralCenter.com. All rights
reserved.

DEAR VISITOR TO ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC CHURCH, ALOHA! THANK YOU FORVISITING US
TODAY! WE WISH YOU A BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE AND THAT YOU LEAVE ST. BENEDICT’S, TO-
DAY, REFRESHED IN SPIRIT AND WITH PEACE IN YOUR HEART! SINCE THE EARLY DAYS OF
THE CHURCH, IT HAS BEEN A CATHOLIC TRADITIONTO OFFERA“MASSINTENTION”. THIS IS A WAY
OF REMEMBERING A PERSON AND LIFTING THEM UP IN PRAYER. YOU MAY ASK THE GREET-

ER FOR AFORM AND ENVELOPE.




